
The Chapel of the Cross

Christmas Eve   4 o’clock



Christmas Eve
Celebration of Holy Eucharist: Rite II

December 24, 2020   4

Welcome to the Chapel of the Cross! Whether you are a first time 
visitor or you have been a part of the Chapel for generations, thank you for 
joining us this morning. We invite you to explore how the Chapel an be a 
part of your journey with God.

Dear Visitors, if you are visiting, passing through, or searching for a 
spiritual home, you honor us by your presence. Please complete a wel-
come card found in the pew racks and place it in the offering plate, or 
hand it to an usher or clergy member. We are so glad you are here!

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only 
Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
commandment greater than these.”

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant 
that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlast-
ing.  Amen.



A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH	 Isaiah 11: 1-9

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
	 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
	 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
	 the spirit of counsel and might,
	 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
	 or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
	 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
	 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
	 and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
	 the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
	 and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
	 their young shall lie down together;
	 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
	 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
	 on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
	 as the waters cover the sea.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SONG				   Once in Royal David’s City



A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE	 Luke 2:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-- I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

	 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
		  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

HOMILY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop; for this gathering; 
and for all ministers and people.  Pray for the Church.

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  
Pray for justice and peace.



I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.  Pray 
for those in any need or trouble.

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  Pray that they may 
find and be found by him.

I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.  Pray that we may 
have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

SONG				   Away in a Manger

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 
of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children.Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us 
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 
your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to 
do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

SONG				   Silent Night

THE BLESSING

DISMISSAL

Thanks be to God.



CHAPEL STAFF

CONNECT WITH THE CHAPEL ONLINE

chapelofthecrossms.org       soundcloud.com/chapelms
facebook.com/chapelms     instagram.com/thechapelms

Sarah Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries
The Revd Will Hewlett Compton, Associate Rector

Dr. Edward Dacus, Organist and Choirmaster
Carleen Hix, Sexton

Stephania Jackson, Director of Children’s Ministries
The Revd Ben G. Robertson, IV, Rector

Dana Tiffin, Parish Administrator

STEWARDSHIP
U P D AT E

2020 Total Pledges
$757,900

Expected Pledge Payments
through November 
$691,087

Actual Pledge Payments 
through November 
$620,402

90% of expected

2020 Budgeted Non-Pledge 
Gifts & Plate Cash  $154,500

Expected Non-Pledge Gifts & 
Plate Cash through November 
$154,500

Actual Non-Pledge Gifts & 
Plate Cash through November
$73,734

52% of expected

THE ENTIRE 2020 BUDGET IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH OFFICE.

Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God
and in thanksgiving for our children and grandchildren

by Nelwyn and Larry Madison.

The Revd Ben G. Robertson, IV, Officiant & Homilist
Meredith & Brett Bailess, Musicians
Ian Herden, Minister of Technology


