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4 EASTER 
 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY EUCHARIST & PARISH ANNUAL MEETING 
25 APRIL 2021     10 O’CLOCK 

 
 
PRELUDE   
 
 
HYMN  Christ is made the sure foundation 
 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater 
than these.” 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  The Hymnal 1982 (H82), S-277 
 

Young people age 3 through 1st grade may follow the processional cross to Children’s Chapel. 
They will return at the Peace. 

  
 
COLLECT FOR A CHURCH MEETING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and ever living God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who 
take counsel at the Chapel of the Cross for the renewal and mission of your Church.  Teach us in all 
things to seek first your honor and glory.  Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the 
courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
NOMINEE INTRODUCTIONS (p. 10-11) & FIRST VESTRY BALLOT 
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A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER TO JOHN 1 John 3:16-24 
 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or 
sister in need and yet refuses help?   
 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know 
that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; 
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him.   
 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he 
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HYMN  Savior, like a Shepherd lead us 
 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  John 10:11-18 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because 
I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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GOSPEL RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS  Bob Williams, Senior Warden 
 Brock Haas, Treasurer 
 Marvin Koury, Junior Warden 
 The Rev. Ben Robertson, Rector 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Brian and Duncan, 
our Bishops; and all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
The People may add their own thanksgivings. 
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We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, including Will Fanning, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
The Presider will add a concluding prayer. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & SECOND VESTRY BALLOT (IF NEEDED) 
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  R. S. Thatcher, Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
 
 
HYMN Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our great High Priest; in whom we 
are built up as living stones of a holy temple, that we might offer before you a sacrifice of praise and 
prayer which is holy and pleasing in your sight.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name: 
 

 
   
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread, and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
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with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and forever.  AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

 

 
 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
HYMNS  The King of Love my Shepherd is 
 I come with joy to meet my Lord 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
THIRD VESTRY BALLOT (IF NEEDED) 
 
 
THANKSGIVINGS FOR OUTGOING VESTRY OFFICERS & MEMBERS 
 
 
COMMISSIONING OF A NEW VESTRY 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and given 
gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose is to commission these persons 
in the Name of God and of this congregation to a special ministry to which they are called. 
 
Are these persons you are to present prepared by a commitment to Christ as Lord, by regular 
attendance at worship, and by the knowledge of their duties, to exercise their ministry to the honor 
of God, and the well-being of his Church? 
 
Senior Warden  I believe they are. 
 
You have been called to a ministry in this congregation. Will you, as long as you are engaged in this 
work, perform it with diligence? 
 
Vestry Members I will. 
 
Will you faithfully and reverently execute the duties of your ministry to the honor of God, and the 
benefit of the members of this congregation?  
 
Vestry Members I will. 
 
O Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all courage: Enlighten with your 
grace the Wardens and Vestry of this congregation, and so rule their minds, and guide their 
counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote the mission of your Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
In the Name of God and of this congregation. I commission you Members of the Vestry in this 
Parish.  Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 
 
 
HYMN  The Church's one foundation 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
POSTLUDE   
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2021 VESTRY NOMINEES 
 
 

Cliff Agnew 
 

My name is Cliff Agnew, and our family joined the Chapel in 2018.  After 
searching for new church home for some time, Katy, Ann Trotter (9), Jane (8), 
and I were welcomed into this community with open arms.  From the 
foundations being laid in our children’s spiritual lives through catechesis to the 
relationships that Katy and I have built through C’YA, the impact that the 
Chapel of the Cross has had on our family is immeasurable.  I thank you all. 
 
When not writing professional biographies for incredibly ordinary people, I 
spend my days as an attorney for Trustmark National Bank and evenings as a 
dishwasher for the Agnews in Historic Downtown Canton.  In August, I will 
finish my second and final term on the Board of Trustees for The Mustard Seed.  
However, I will continue the far more rewarding work of baiting and removing 
bream from the hooks of the Seedsters’ cane poles on Fun Fridays.  I have 
chaired Stewpot’s Red Beans and Rice Festival since 2017 and pray that I will 

have the opportunity to do so again this fall.  At the Chapel, I have found catharsis in the Grave Diggers 
Guild and fellowship in C’YA, Chapel Grille, and the Ministry of Smoke, just to name a few. Katy and (to a 
far lesser extent, I co-chaired Kids Country during Day in the Country 2019.  I’m told that, as a child, I 
found Jesus shortly before being lowered into the baptismal waters of Oak Grove Baptist Church in 
Carrollton, Georgia.  I now know that He found me long before that day and has remained near ever since. 
 
I am honored and humbled by this nomination and, if elected, look forward to providing my time and 
talents to the wonderful members of this congregation through the Vestry. 
 

 
Brock Haas 

 
Brock Howard Haas, PhD, has twelve years of experience in education 
leadership and management.  His professional career has spanned multiple 
institutions of Higher Education with his current role being that of Dean of 
Secondary Education at the Vicksburg campus of Hinds Community College.  
Dr. Haas excels at leadership, teambuilding, preparing and adhering to budgets, 
and focusing on student success.  Dr. Haas successfully implemented the 
Accelerated MBA program at South University serving as Program Director.  
He was tasked with developing the curriculum, schedule, budget, recruitment of 
both faculty and students, and coordination of sites.  He was also the first Dean 
of Secondary Education in the state of Mississippi, responsible for defining the 
position and standardizing responsibilities for it.  Dr. Haas flourishes in start-up 

and turn around environments, able to use his experience and decision making to benefit the student and 
the institution.  He solves problems and is able to provide stable leadership in uncertain times.  Dr. Haas 
earned his Doctorate in Urban Higher Education from Jackson State University in 2019 after completing 
degrees at The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, and the University of Phoenix in Business 
Administration.  Dr. Haas resides in Madison, Mississippi with his wife, Rebecca, and twin daughters, Sadie 
and Shea.  He has served the Chapel on the Finance Committee for the past five years and served as 
Treasurer in 2020.   
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My call to serve stems from wanting to continue my service to the Chapel.  Serving as Treasurer was a true 
honor and I was fortunate to learn many lessons as we navigated tumultuous waters in 2020.  Assisting with 
securing the Payroll Protection Program grant for the Chapel last year is one of the most rewarding efforts 
in my personal life.  I feel compelled to continue to help the Chapel with whatever wisdom and leadership I 
can provide. 

 
 

Ashley Herden 
 

My name is Ashley Herden, and I am very excited to have the opportunity to 
stand for the vestry this year.  I am a fourth-grade teacher at Madison Station 
Elementary, and I am originally from Jackson. I attended Millsaps College, 
where I met my husband Ian.  Ian, our daughter Emma, and I began coming to 
Chapel of the Cross in 2012, and we immediately felt accepted as part of the 
community here.  Since I was raised Southern Baptist, I decided to go through 
adult confirmation in 2013, and was confirmed in October that year.  Our 
daughter was baptized here in 2014. 
 
Since becoming a member of the Chapel, I have been a part of the hospitality 
ministry, as well as earning certification as a Level I catechist in our Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd program. Additionally, I have helped plan and co-direct 

Vacation Bible School for the past 7 years. As a parent and a teacher, I am interested in strengthening and 
growing our ministry to children and young families here at the chapel, because I believe the growth we see 
in that area will benefit us for years to come. For the past year, I have had the privilege of serving as Clerk 
of the Vestry, which has given me insight into the importance of the Vestry’s work, which is not always 
visible to parishioners. Taking part in this ministry has made me want to take on a more instrumental role in 
the Vestry’s work as a voting member. I would love the opportunity to serve the Chapel of the Cross and its 
members in this way.   
 
 

Steve Middleton 
 

Renee and I have been members of the Chapel since 1998.  We have 
participated in 22 Day in the Country Events and I have chaired several 
positions.  Renee has been active in the Altar Guild and I have participated with 
the Grave Diggers and other Ministries.  I was born in Mississippi and was 
raised in the Pocahontas area where my family has resided for over five 
generations.  I have worked as an Certified Mental Health Therapist with the 
Hinds County Mental Health Commission (Region 9 ) for over 20 years.  Renee 
is a lifelong resident of Madison and retired from Entergy Corporation several 
years ago.  She now works as an Assistant School Teacher with Madison County 
School District.  We have one son Steven Caleb who is a nursing student at the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center.  Steven has grown up in our Church 
and now serves on a regular basis as a Verger.  I am very Proud to have served 

on the Vestry the past 3 years.  I have a passion for our history and traditions.  My hope is that we will soon 
return to schedules and activities so important to us.  As we change and grow my hope is that we are careful 
to maintain the qualities that make the Chapel of the Cross a very unique and wonderful place to worship 
and be a part of.     



 12 

2020 ANNUAL REPORTS 
 
 

Adult Formation 
 
Much of Adult Formation went on hiatus during the pandemic, with some groups meeting via 
Zoom as more members became familiar and comfortable with the ubiquitous online platform.  
The Middle Path, led by Davis Frye and Ben, studied May You Live in Christ by the Rev. Robert T. 
Jennings, the Beatitudes, and the Outline of the Faith (commonly called the Catechism).  The 
Covington Book Group continued their study of scripture using the Weekly Bible Study Guide 
published by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, VA.  The Wednesday Bible Study read the 
Psalms, God and the Pandemic by the Rt. Rev. N. T. Wright, the letters to James from Early 
Christian Letters, and Names for the Messiah by Walter Brueggemann.   
 
Separate reports from the St. Claire’s Guild, C’YA Sunday School, Chapel Brotherhood, and 
Cursillo are below. 
 
 
Cemetery Guild 
 
The Cemetery Guild had basically two projects during the Covid period. 
 
1.  A raised walkway was installed between the two fences on the North side of the Old Cemetery in 
back of The Chapel. This was built for safety and accessibility.  
 
2.  An additional 50 feet of fence was installed to match the existing fence, which now encloses the 
entire Cemetery. 
 
We continue to treat ant beds, pick up limbs, etc. as needed. 
 
With better and warmer weather, we will do additional cleaning, trimming shrubs, bagging leaves as 
needed. We will also look at re-cleaning some of the old headstones. 
 
 
Chapel Brotherhood 
 
The Friday Morning Men’s Study Group currently meets every Friday morning at 7:00 a.m. at C.C.’s 
Coffee House in Ridgeland. The time is, of course, very early, but it was designed so that those who 
work may participate and still make it to work on time. The group continued gathering via Zoom 
for most of 2020, but we are pleased to say we are now meeting again in-person.  This group has 
been gathering in fellowship, prayer, and study for over 15 years. It is open to all men of the 
Chapel. The group is structured so that each week does not necessarily build on the previous week. 
Participants can therefore join at any time and not miss out if some meetings are missed.  
 



 13 

The group studies a particular book and usually covers and discusses one chapter at a time at each 
meeting. Examples of the books studied include: Praying the Lord’s Prayer with A New 
Understanding; Spiritual Disciplines; What Think Ye of Jesus; The True Measure of a Man; The 
Screwtape Letters; and Conversations with Scripture- Romans; Spiritual Classics; Hunger of the 
Heart; Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times; to name just a few. 
 
A typical gathering normally consists of a short period of sharing one’s previous week with the 
group, what is colloquially call a “weather report” (i.e. sunny, cloudy, stormy, etc.); an informal 
discussion of our study chapter for the week; and ending with a devotional, which includes prayer 
requests and intercessions.  
 
This is a very informal group and, again, all men of the Chapel are invited to participate as little or 
as often as you can. Simply show up at 7:00 a.m. on Friday mornings to get a flavor of the group. 
Or, if you have further questions regarding the group, call the parish office or contact Ralph 
Stillions at (601) 856-6623 or rstillions@comcast.net.  
 
 
Chapel Grille 
 
Although the Chapel Grille men’s group was unable to meet most of the year, it was still able to 
give over $2,000 to mission work in our area.  We have some good news though … the Chapel 
Grille will begin meeting again on May 10 and every second Monday of each month after that. If 
you have never been we’d love for you to join us. It is a great opportunity to meet new people while 
grilling out and raising money.  All you have to do is bring a piece of meat to cook on the grill, a 
beverage of your choice (leaded or unleaded), and $10 for mission work in our area.  Delicious sides 
and wonderful company are provided for you. Come join the fun! 
 
 
Chapel Young Adults (C’YA) 
 
C’YA, like everyone else, Zoomed for most of the pandemic. Since Sunday School has returned in 
person our numbers are through the roof. We are meeting at 10a in the parish hall each Sunday 
while discussing the gospel lesson that day. On May 16, we will have our 4th annual crawfish boil 
which will be our first monthly activity since the pandemic. CYA continues to be involved in many 
aspects of Chapel life including chairing Day in the Country, singing in the choir, serving in 
worship, digging graves, and serving on the vestry just to name a few. If you are a young adult or a 
young family talk to Will Compton and come join this ever-growing group of folks at the Chapel of 
the Cross. 
 
 
Children’s Choir 
 
We met on Wednesday nights after Wednesday Night Supper to sing, play games, and practice with 
the kids, and sang early last year around Epiphany.  Due to Covid, we weren’t able to gather or sing 
much more than that in person in 2020.  However, we did a few virtual sessions/meetings with the 
kids.  Stephen and Katie Chew recorded songs for VBS, a couple virtual services, and a song during 
Advent. 
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Children’s Ministries 
 
The first thought of what we did during the pandemic is a standout the children will never forget. 
They still talk about it and look above the door and say “remember when . . .” 
 
One evening at dusk as the children were walking out of the Education Building at the close of in 
person Catechesis, they spotted a live bat sitting above the doorway to my office in the Education 
Building. Dana called Ben, who sprung into action and asked for a broom. The Rector gingerly and 
gently brought the bat down and helped him outside. Dana has the video if you’d like to see the live 
version! There were lots of squeals and screams in the background as Jane and Anne Trotter were 
lighting the first Advent Candle to be streamed the following Sunday.  
 
We opened a second Level I Atrium. April Roberson and Ellen Durst completed the 90 hour 
educational requirements to become certified Catechists to allow for this CGS expansion. We held 
Sunday Zoom sessions for Levels I, II and III. It was a great outlet for the older children to “see 
each other” and continue learning about their relationship with the Good Shepherd. The youths 
universally agreed it was nice to be able to talk about their individual pandemic experience. The wee 
ones sang and enjoyed a captive audience for Show and Tell. We were all so happy to see each 
other. We were both sad and stunned by how much our Chapel Children had grown since we saw 
them last. We created an at home prayer table kit for the children and filled requests from adults 
who wanted a place to pray at home. We streamed lessons about how to set up a special place to 
pray at home, something we were all missing since we could not worship together in person.  
Ashely and Annell joined forces to create a virtual VBS about Noah and the Great Flood. Ben, Will 
and Ashley provided the puppetry and vocals for the show. Annell, April, and Molly created the 
daily activities VBS bag for parents to pick up. We shared these with the Chapel’s Preschoolers, 
who also enjoyed them.  
 
We hired Dawn Trotti as the Director of Chapel’s Preschool Program. We converted my office to a 
classroom as our waiting list has continued to grow. We have the best staff ever at the Preschool 
and receive many positive affirmations from parents. 
 
We recorded videos about what was happening on the Chapel Campus during the pandemic. 
Parishioners were thankful to see the progress. Catechists recorded videos of lessons and reading 
we streamed on Sundays. Anneal, Pam and I created take home craft kits for the children to make 
Christmas ornaments at home. We used the pandemic time to shore up the Atria works in all three 
levels. We were most fortunate to have the luxury of the time the pandemic allowed for 
concentrated work in the Atria. Anneal and Pam developed the 2021 lessons plan so all Levels were 
coordinated to complete the required lessons for our children to be ready to move to the next 
Level.  
 
We recorded Advent lessons about the meaning of the candles each week to both teach our Chapel 
Children and help them mark the Sundays until Christmas. Watching videos of families lighting 
Advent wreaths in the own home held us together during this most unusual pandemic Christmas. 
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Communications 
 
The Chapel, especially the Chapel staff, misses Emily Tipton’s leadership and talent for 
Communications.  However, after her departure for graduate studies at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in July, Ben began to manage Communications. 
 
In 2020, the largest challenge was learning how to best share our worship online and, after much 
trial and error, awesome Chapel member Ian Herden stepped up to help coordinate our virtual 
efforts.  He, along with Stephen Chew, have provided invaluable help and expertise.  Even when 
the pandemic is over, we anticipate continuing to offer at least one service on-line each week for 
folks who are ill, caregiving, out of town, or otherwise unable to get to the Chapel. 
 
Communications also encompasses worship bulletins, twice weekly email newsletters (currently (and 
ideally) sent at noon on Wednesday and 6 a.m. on Sunday), our website, the sermon podcast on 
Soundcloud, our social media accounts on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, other various 
publications, and Chapel swag. 
 
 
Cursillo 
 
As with most meetings, Cursillo monthly gatherings have not been held since the beginning of 
Covid.  The Secretariat has been holding periodic zoom meetings.  We are hoping for a fall Cursillo, 
but a more realistic expectation may be spring.  There is an outdoor event coming up!  On May 1, 
there will be a May Day Reunion.  It will be held in Ray Lewis's yard at 3836 Tyrone Drive in 
Jackson (near St. James).  It will begin at 9:00 with a light breakfast and end with a Eucharist around 
3:30.  Bring a chair!  For more information contact Suzie Webb or register at 
https://forms.gle/P66PrYK8Tr3PG7kA7. 
 
 
Daughters of the King 
 
In 2020, the Daughters of the King (DOK) had meetings in the Spring scheduled for 1/28, 2/25, 
3/24, 4/28, and 5/26. We met in person January and February. We met the rest of the year from 
time to time via Zoom, and stayed connected continuing our service through our email list serve 
and Facebook page.  
 
DOK raised money among our members for a pew in the Church of the Resurrection in loving 
memory of our dear Isabel Weathersby. We also raised donations for the family of Warren Strain 
via GoFundMe. 
 
We continued to send cards and/or prayer boxes to those in need.  DOK came to the aid of a 
daughter in need and raised money for her.  The Board renewed national memberships.  And, once 
again, DOK collected socks in partnership with Mission: Socks, for the homeless.  At Christmas, 
several DOK members gathered to pack Christmas bags for Kairos Women’s Prison Ministry. 
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A Day in the Country 
 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, with consent from Bishop Brian Seage, and after deliberation, 
the vestry approved a modified version of A Day in the Country. Russell and Lauren Bain, along 
with the help of Ray and Mary Margaret Kinney, proceeded with a ‘virtual’ Day in the Country. 
 
An abundant amount of modifications were made and restrictions set in place. The Bread Baking 
Guild decided only to involve the 4 chairs to reduce the amount of contact. Volunteers were asked 
to provide individually wrapped goodies – such as whole 11 egg cakes, prepared grab bags, whole 
pans of brownies, sealed pepper jellies and honeys, etc. An online shop was created and online 
orders were submitted by the public. Once the ordering was complete and tallies were counted, the 
individual orders were gathered and distributed as the customers arrived at the drive-thru set up.  
 
We were extremely satisfied with the decision to move forward with the virtual DITC experience 
and were humbled by the amount of support we received from the community. 
 
 
Flower Guild 
 
The prime goal of the Flower Guild is to provide flower arrangements for all events held at the 
Chapel. That includes weddings, funeral, funeral visitations and diocesan conferences. There are 36 
guild members in nine teams of four that rotate in this ministry throughout the year to meet this 
goal.  
 
Since the Flower Guild operates solely on donations, parishioners have the opportunity to donate 
funds for flowers to honor their loved ones on a specific Sunday and at Christmas and Easter 
services. Costs incurred for funeral and wedding flowers are paid by the family.  
 
In December, the Flower Guild provided flowers for the first service in the Resurrection, a 
wedding.  As usually is the custom at Christmas and Easter services, the Flower Guild provides a 
profusion of flower beauty. Although we were unable to do that at Christmas, we continued the 
practice this past Easter.  While each Sunday, the Guild provides flowers for the altar and narthex in 
the Resurrection, plants are provided for the Chapel’s altar and narthex. 
 
During the summer, arrangements are created by using garden flowers. When services were held 
outside, there were always fresh flowers in front of the altar. Even when services were only virtual, 
there were flowers on the altar.  
 
The Guild at the Chapel was one of three Mississippi church flower guilds to be featured in an 
article in the March/April 2021 issue of Mississippi Magazine. 
 
 
Foyer Groups  
 
Foyer Groups are groups made up of 5-6 Chapel couples, or individuals, who gather approximately 
every other month for dinner, socializing and Christian fellowship. The groups gather on a rotating 
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basis in the home of one of the group members. Foyer Groups have been a Chapel tradition for 
many years. 
 
These small groups have a wonderful history of deepening our relationships with one another and 
strengthening those bonds that truly make us a family in Christ at the Chapel. Many have said that 
some of their best Chapel friendships have come out of the Foyer Groups.  
Regretfully, Covid prevented Foyer Groups from gathering in 2020 and so far in 2021. 
Consideration is being given to cranking them back up for the 2nd half of the year. Further on this 
idea will be forthcoming. 
 
 
The Funeral Guild 
 
2020’s Pandemic brought private gravesite services with Memorial to follow at a later date into our 
community.  As the Chapel navigated these changes we diligently tried to ensure each bereaved 
family felt our sense of community and care for them and their dearly departed.  If you feel a desire 
to become part of this ministry all you need is willing hands, a caring heart, and a flexible schedule. 
 
 
The Garden Guild 
 
The Garden Guild was created in 2012 to help maintain the grounds of the Chapel property.  
Faithful members “adopt” an area and maintain that area. Planting areas, pots, and patios are kept 
in good condition thanks to these volunteers.  One Garden Guild member, Susan Benham, upon 
her death left in her will a trust fund for the front entrance flower bed that she and John had 
adopted.  If you would like to help, please contact us (Brenda Fortenberry (601-209-9178) or Cheryl 
Welch (601-946-2834). 
 
 
Hospitality (Funerals) 
 
The Hospitality Committee had a sparse year, as did others, because of Covid. We hosted two 
funeral visitations.  In January 2020, we provided a visitation for parish member Dan Tyner’s family 
when he passed away.  In February, for the family of baby Hannah McNichol.  After that, covid hit 
and no more Hospitality functions were held, nor did we meet or otherwise conduct any business. 
 
 
Hospitality (Potlucks & Picnics) 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the picnic and potluck committee did not have any events in the 
past year.  We look forward to planning some in the coming year as restrictions ease. 
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Kairos 
 
Kairos is an international Christian prison ministry. Each year, the Chapel sponsors 4 women 
inmates at Central Mississippi Correctional Faculty (CMCF) to attend a four-day retreat. Because 
the prison has been closed to outsiders due to the pandemic, there were no retreats last year. 
Therefore, the Chapel did not spend the $600 appropriated to sponsor these women in 2020.  
 
Our Advisory Council has received word that the prison will re-open to ministries before the end of 
2021, and the funds appropriated for this year will be requested. 
 
Since we still cannot meet weekly with inmates for prayer and sharing, volunteers send 
encouraging letters and posters with words of encouragement to CMCF residents. 
 
Annually, the Chapel’s Servant Ministry provides $1000 to make Christmas toiletry bags for 
inmates. These were assembled and delivered last December by members of our Daughters of the 
King chapter. 
 
 
Ministry of Smoke 
 
The Ministry of Smoke at the Chapel of the Cross is an organization made up of men from the 
Chapel who gather at least three times each year, at Thanksgiving, at Christmas, and at Easter, to 
prepare and sell smoked meat products, including smoked turkeys, smoked Boston butt pork 
shoulders, and smoked spiral cut, honey glazed hams, for members of the Chapel of the Cross and 
the community at large. The Ministry of Smoke has been active at the Chapel for approximately 
fifteen (15) years and the proceeds from the various meat sales are used to benefit members of the 
Chapel in need, various community needs, and to assist other philanthropic endeavors at the Chapel 
of the Cross. For instance, over the last two years, the Ministry of Smoke has donated 
approximately $8,500.00 for Christmas meals for needy families through Our Daily Bread in 
Madison County. If you have never joined us for a night of meat preparation, it is a wonderful 
opportunity for Chapel men to get involved in activities at the Chapel and get to know other men at 
the Chapel. Our participants in the Ministry of Smoke range in age from high school boys to men in 
their 70s plus. If you would like to join us in the preparation and sale of smoked meats through the 
Ministry of Smoke, please keep an eye on the weekly announcements, or contact Keith Obert at 
601-209-2862. If you have never sampled any smoked meats from the Ministry of Smoke, at a mere 
$40.00-$45.00 each, you are missing out and need to try our smoked meats at the next holiday 
season and you will become a patron from then on, and will make these smoked meat entreés a 
regular part of your holiday season tradition, while helping benefit the Chapel of the Cross, its 
ministry and the community at large.  
 
 
Music  
 
After several months of limited music in worship, we were delighted to be able to resume music 
regularly in Sunday services this past the fall, beginning with organ alone, then adding a solo singer, 
both for in-person and virtual worship.  We were able to include all choir members for our virtual 
Advent Lessons and Carols.  
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When we began to worship in the Chapel of the Resurrection in February, we were allowed up to 
four singers at each of the two services held in that space.  As the choir has essentially been split 
into two groups due to the limited number of singers allowed in a service, we have been fortunate 
to have singers in both the 8:45 and 11:00 services.   
 
Recent word from the Noack Organ Company projects the installation of our new organ will likely 
commence in February of 2022.   
 
 
Newcomers 
 
We continue to welcome newcomers to the Chapel of the Cross each Sunday and we continue to be 
excited about the growth we’ve experienced at the Chapel of the Cross. Although we weren’t in 
church most of last year, we still had folks join the church throughout the year and since reopening, 
we have had at least one visitor each Sunday. With the Chapel of the Resurrection completed, we 
are now able to welcome more folks into our midst. If you see someone new, introduce yourself to 
them. If you know someone who will be visiting, let the clergy know. It takes all of us at the Chapel, 
who were once welcomed here ourselves, to extend that welcome and hospitality to others. And 
don’t forget … invite a friend to church!’ 
 
 
St. Claire’s Guild (the Knitters) 
 
Despite the lockdown, the Knitters have continued to make hats and scarves for the needy in our 
community. Before Christmas, we donated nearly 100 pieces to Shower Power, which is a local 
ministry that provides a portable shower and laundry facility to the homeless population in 
downtown Jackson. We have resumed our weekly fellowship during the Sunday School hour and 
welcome all. 
 
 
St. Margaret’s Guild (Pastoral Care) 
 
First, I want to recognize Nelwyn Maddison who has been the head of pastoral care for many, 
many years. She has a gift of reaching out to people when they need it most. Whether it is a meal, a 
visit, sending a card, or simply a phone call, I have heard from many over my time at the Chapel 
about Nelwyn’s presence and how it has given them peace. We are grateful for Nelwyn’s many years 
of ministry and we are thankful that she will remain on the committee and the head of one of our 
pastoral care teams. If you see Nelwyn, thank her. She is quite wonderful! 
  
Pastoral Care is something you don’t need until you do. Pastoral care is a group of folks in the 
church who show up. Whether it’s a visit, bringing food, a phone call, or sending a card, 95% of 
pastoral care is simply showing up and being present. That is what this group continues to do. Show 
up and be there when people are going through something in their life. We are always in the market 
for more team members. There are many ways to help out. If you feel called to this ministry, please 
talk with Will Compton. 
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Servant Ministry 
 
2020 was an unusual year for servant ministry.  While the Chapel still participated in a lot of the 
same annual activities it certainly looked a lot different than in years past.  The Chapel was able to 
feed at Stewpot four times this year.  With the help of many families over 800 meals were delivered. 
The activity this year was limited to delivering a sack lunch with a sandwich, chips, fruit, desert, and 
water.   The school supply drive looked different as well.  Instead of our annual purchase of school 
supplies and delivery to the students, the Chapel got them all (34) gift cards.  Our big push as always 
is the end of year drive to provide Christmas dinners for the clients of Our Daily Bread.  Normally 
this entails renting a U-Haul and making a massive purchase at Walmart, then building, 
transporting, and delivering the boxes in Canton.  This year instead, money was collected for gifts 
cards that would provide those families with the ability to buy their Christmas meals at Walmart.   It 
is with great pleasure to report that The Chapel delivered 700 gift cards and provided over 4,000 
meals.   Finally, as with school supplies, Angel Tree was virtual.   No party for the kids and no gifts 
for them to unwrap.  Again the Chapel raised money for $100.00 gift cards for the teenagers and 
$50.00 gift cards for the little ones.  Almost 30 children were recipients of these.    We are 33% into 
this year and while things are still virtual, maybe by summer we can begin our traditional outreach 
efforts more face to face.   
 
 
United Thank Offering (UTO) 
 
The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the 
whole church.  Through UTO, men, women, and children nurture the habit of giving daily thanks 
to God.  The Chapel of the Cross contributed $100.00 to UTO for 2020.      
 
 
Worship Volunteers 
 
Here is something exciting …  We are back to having our full slate of worship volunteers 
participating in our worship services. Here is something more exciting … We are now in our new 
building which means we will be figuring things out for a little bit. How many ushers we will need, 
where the acolytes and verger will sit, how we will move about in this new space are all questions we 
are finding answers to as we use the new space more and more. So, it’s a work in progress, but 
exciting, nonetheless. We are always looking for more worship volunteers so if you have been 
thinking about ushering, reading, serving as an acolyte or verger, please let Will Compton know. 
Our next acolyte/verger training will be in September for new acolytes and soon we will have an 
usher training. A big thanks to all of our worship volunteers that make worship happen at the 
Chapel of the Cross.  
 
 
Youth Ministries 
 
Youth Ministry at the Chapel was a whirlwind this year!  Despite the frequent switches from virtual 
to in-person, the young people at the Chapel continued to show their love and commitment to our 
parish in new and creative ways!  This year we were able to gather in many ways, from organizing 
our drive-through Trunk or Treat at Halloween to enjoying a movie night together during spring 
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break.  I am thankful that we were able to offer all of our “normal” gatherings such as Sunday 
school, confirmation classes, and biweekly EYC meetings.  I am grateful for the flexibility of the 
youth, their families, and our wonderful volunteers in ensuring these opportunities flourished.  
Taking advantage of the time to breathe, our youth wing will even be getting a makeover this year 
(stop by and take a look at our new floors soon).  The youth program at the Chapel has always been 
strong and I look forward to seeing it continue to grow in the coming years!  My biggest goal is 
always offering a safe and loving environment for kids to be themselves and grow closer to God 
and their neighbors and I’m proud to say that the Chapel is committed to that ideal now and in the 
years to come. 
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COMMITTEE & GUILD LEADERS 
 
 

Formation & Fellowship: Rebecca Haas, Ben Robertson 
 
Adult Formation: Ben Robertson 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: Pam Manor, Ruby Medlin 
Chapel Brotherhood: Ralph Stillions 
Children & Family Ministries: Stephania Jackson 
Children’s Choir: Katie & Stephen Chew 
Cursillo: Suzie Webb 
Daughters of the King: Teri Gleason, Nancy Bowering 
Day in the Country: Lauren & Russ Bain 
Foyers: Ralph & Lynne Stillions 
Hospitality (Funerals): Michael Barker & Pam Manor, Ellen O'Neal & Laney Crampton,  

and Susan Case & Cy Williams 
Hospitality (Receptions): Leigh Russell, Jill Pennebaker, and/or Kyle Ward 
Hospitality (Maundy Thursday): Sloan McKellar, Teresa Watts, and Lynn Stillions 
Hospitality (Potlucks & Picnics): Katy & Nick Breaux, Ashley & Ian Herden,  

and Amanda & Kevin Camp 
Kairos: Laney Crampton 
Music: Ed Dacus 
Nativity Pageant: Ashley Herden 
Chapel Preschool: Stephania Jackosn, Dawn Hall, Haylee Nix 
St. Clare’s Guild (Knitters):  Becky Mercier 
Vacation Bible School: Stephania Jackson 
Wednesday Night Supper: Dana Tiffin 
Wedding Guild: Suzannah Silva, Lauren Bain 
 
 
Administration: Bob Williams, Ben Robertson 
 
Buildings & Grounds: Marvin Koury 
Cemetery: Guy & Nancy Bowering, Bill Buhner 
Cookbook: Shirley Abney 
Communications: Ben Robertson 
Finance: Brock Haas 
Garden Guild: Cheryl Welch, Brenda Fortenberry 
New Building: Amy Barker 
Stewardship: Bob Williams, Ben Robertson 
United Thank Offering: Rebecca Haas 
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Ministry: Steve Middleton, Will Compton 
 
Acolytes: Will Compton 
Altar Guild: Liz Welch, Laurie Williams  
Chapel Grille: Will Compton, Keith Obert 
C’YA (Young Adults): Will Compton 
Flower Guild: Laney Crampton 
Funeral Guild: Edith Stater 
Gravediggers Guild: Jon Woodward, Ross Harjes 
Lay Readers: Will Compton 
Ministry of Smoke: Keith Obert 
Newcomers: Will Compton, Ben Robertson 
Servant Ministry: Michael Barker 
St. Honoré’s Guild (Bread): Dan Robertson, Cullam Pope 
St. Margaret’s Guild (Pastoral Care): Nelwyn Madison, Adair Cunningham, Will Compton 
Ushers: Kenny O’Neal 
Vergers: Will Compton 
Youth Ministries: Sarah Anderson, Will Compton 
  
  



The Vestry 
 

Officers 
The Rev. Ben G. Robertson, IV, Chair 

Bob Williams, Senior Warden 
Marvin Koury, Junior Warden 

Brock Haas, Treasurer 
Ashley Herden, Clerk 

 
Class of 2021 

Rebecca Haas 
Steve Middleton 

Reggie Sims 
 

Class of 2022 
Ellen O’Neal 
Bill Buhner 
Will Morton 

 
Class of 2023 

Sarabeth Clark 
Stan Herren 

Tommy Roberson 
 
 

The Staff 
 

Sarah Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 
The Rev. Will Hewlett Compton, Associate Rector 

Dr. Edward Dacus, Organist and Choirmaster 
Dawn Hall, Chapel Preschool Director 

Carleen Hix, Sexton 
Stephania Jackson, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Haylee Nix, Chapel Preschool Assistant Director 
The Rev. Ben G. Robertson, IV, Rector 

Dana Tiffin, Parish Administrator 
 
 

 
 


