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conflicts, he will still handle the planning of music and the preparation of materials for the service 
booklet. He will book an organist to play for the wedding service in his absence. 

It has become increasingly popular to include an instrumentalist(s) such as a trumpet, violin, string 
quartet, etc., in the wedding ceremony. This adds a certain luster, especially to the processional and 
recessional and prelude music. If this is desired, it can be arranged by the organist. These 
professional musicians are of the highest caliber and book engagements several months in advance. 
Therefore, it is usually necessary to confirm the wedding date with them as soon as possible. In the 
event of cancellation, their fees must still be paid, as they have very likely refused other engagements 
for the same day/ time. 

A vocal soloist may also be used as part of the wedding music. Sacred music appropriate to a 
wedding ceremony are permitted. "The Lord's Prayer" is not used as a solo because it is a corporate 
prayer, and therefore, unsuitable to be sung by a single person. Secular or sentimental songs are not 
allowed. If desired, a vocal soloist can be arranged for by the organist. Vocal soloist's fees are in 
addition to the organist fee, and are paid directly to the vocalist(s) contracted. 

The Chapel Choir may be used for weddings. Using the choir supports the congregation in singing 
hymns, psalms and service music for the wedding. This is very helpful for most weddings, especially 
when many wedding guests are not Episcopalians. The choir can also present anthems appropriate 
for the celebration and blessing of a marriage. If the couple wishes to use the Chapel Choir for their 
wedding, the Organist/Choirmaster will make the necessary arrangements. If there are not enough 
volunteer singers available on the date of the wedding, the Organist/ Choirmaster will notify the 
couple and discuss the possibility of using additional, professional singers. If the couple wishes to 
use professional singers for the wedding, the Organist/ Choirmaster will hire the singers. The 
couple will be responsible for the payment of these singers. 

A couple who desires a choir for their wedding should be aware that it is often difficult to arrange 
for enough singers (volunteer and professional) on holiday weekends; this should be taken into 
account in selecting the wedding date. In addition, couples with specific requests for choral music 
may need to consider utilizing professional singers, depending on the level of difficulty of the music 
selected. The Organist/ Choirmaster will advise the couple in this case. 

The purpose of the music is to beautify and adorn your wedding. It is the aim of the Chapel of the 
Cross to make your wedding memorable and unique. Fees are charged because of the significant 
amount of time and effort required to provide professional-level music for a wedding. All fees 
should be paid no later than 30 days before the wedding. 

Organist's Fees 

Basic Wedding $300 

The fee includes meeting to plan music, preparing musical materials for the wedding service booklet, 
and playing organ music for the wedding. 

Wedding with vocal soloists and/or instrumentalists $300 

The fee includes everything listed under "Basic Wedding," as well as planning and rehearsal time 
with the vocal soloists, instrumental soloists, and/ or Chapel Choir. 






